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Always courageous with color, Ghislaine Viñas 
has revved up mismatched dining chairs with char-
treuse vinyl and swathed a living room’s walls in 
red suede. But in a New York triplex for a father and 
three young sons, she has bravely gone where even 
she has never ventured before. The color scheme 
developed by Ghislaine Viñas Interior Design em-
braces eyebrow-raising doses of red, orange, yellow, 
green, and blue. “It’s intentionally a bit wrong,” she 
explains. “It pumps some energy into the space.” 

Not that the 5,600-square-foot apartment didn’t 
have a lot going for it from the start. It’s one of two 
remarkable residences in a 19th-century warehouse 
transformed beyond recognition by the real-estate 
developer DDG Partners—the triplex being the 
lower unit. Its ground level encompasses the living 
and dining areas and the kitchen. The basement 
contains a den, a playroom, a gym, and guest quar-
ters. On the second story are family bedrooms and 
a home office.

Because natural light was limited on the bottom 
two levels, DDG’s cofounding partner and head of 
design and construction, Peter Guthrie, and lead 
project architect, Jeshua Paone, opened up the 
north-facing rear of the apartment with wall-to-
wall windows to capture sunshine bouncing off a 
neighboring building. Hugging this window wall 
without obstructing it is a striking staircase, a single 
steel stringer with open risers and cantilevered 
treads. The openness is both architecturally ex-
citing and kid-friendly, with 
plenty of room for restless 
boys to roam—and to run 
and jump and bounce  

Previous spread: Ghislaine Viñas’s 11-year-old daughter cartwheels 
across the rift-sawn white-oak floor of the playroom in a New York triplex 
by Ghislaine Viñas Interior Design.
Top, from top left: Part of the living area’s sofa is upholstered in cotton 
the same color as the paint on the built-in bookcase behind. Stairs near 
the entry connect the top two levels. In the home office, curtains combine 
two colors of wool. Bottom: Practice grips for rock climbing can be seen 
through the living and dining areas’ aluminum-framed windows.
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balls. Scooters are possible, too, on the rift-sawn 
white-oak floors.

Still, the triplex’s glass expanses and yawning 
spaces presented a challenge for Viñas. The first 
time she walked in, she thought, How am I going 
to make this homey? Her answer turned out to be 
color-blocking, a pop art ploy that’s been showing 
up in fashion lately. 

Sweeping around the home office, a thick band 
of tangerine orange saturates everything in its 
way: Lower walls, a sliver of a tackboard, and a ra-
diator cover are all painted orange, while the lower 
segment of the curtains is orange wool. She took 
a similar approach in the master bedroom, where 
the wainscoting, upholstered headboard, and 
bedside tables are enveloped in Yves Klein blue, 
a shade she had never appreciated until she saw 
it in a friend’s sweater.

In the living area, where the ceiling reaches 
almost 13 feet, she made part of the sofa and the 
bookcase behind the exact same turquoise, so they 
read as a single element with the necessary scale. 
Nearby, two armchairs from the owner’s previous 
apartment are jolted to life by fluorescent-red up-
holstery. Underfoot is a shag rug in emerald green, 
another color she hadn’t used before. “I was trying 
to get outside my comfort zone,” she says. 

Essential to this daring deployment of color is  

Opposite: Pendant fixtures by Alexander Taylor hang in the dining area, in front of a photograph by  
Luis Gispert. 
Top: A wool rug softens the hallway to the three sons’ room. Center: Its painted oak wainscoting refers to 
the fence in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Bottom: B is for basement, per the lettering in the fire stairwell. 
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Below: A staircase with a steel railing connects the ground 
level to the basement. 
Opposite: In the master bedroom, lamps by Rich Brilliant 
Willing cast light on wallpaper by Vivian Westwood and 
photographs by Coke Wisdom O’Neal. 

a white backdrop, as she’s quick to point out. 
Walls are painted a crisp white, new plaster-
board and old warehouse brick alike. “As much 
as I love color,” she admits, “I love white more.” 
She’s also partial to black-and-white, a high-
contrast combo seen in the graphic hits that 
punctuate the apartment.

The black outlines on the white double-
height wall rising from the playroom through 
the dining area resemble a cartoon version of 
stacked stones. (She first doodled the design 
on paper, then had decorative painters blow 
up the drawing with a projector and trace the 
result.) At the entry and in the hallway upstairs, 
intersecting lines are strewn across the walls, 
like giant pickup sticks, adding dynamism to 
what could have been dead space. In the room 

shared by the three boys, she unfurled black-
and-white stripes in the form of curtains, 
throws, and carpet. 

Punch also comes from tongue-in-cheek 
details. In the boys’ room, wainscoting looks 
like a whitewashed fence right 
out of The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer—a humorous refer-
ence to a more rustic life that, 
she says, “gives these city boys 
something they don’t have.” 
Another “country” touch is the 
guest suite’s barn-style sliding door painted 
egg-yolk yellow.

Aside from that yellow door, the serene 
skylit suite stands out for its absence of color. 
Two medieval-looking vaults original to the  

DW

DN

UP

UP

DN

220

Trash X
8X18

FLUE

TX
8X14

KITCH
HOOD
10X10

 X

UP

SSD

BM

PLP

BM

RD

S

W

V

INTERCOM
BM

6"

1  ENTRY

2   KITCHEN

3   LIVING AREA

4   DINING AREA 2

3

4

1

 0 5 10 20

NOV.11    INTERIORDESIGN.NET         177



building—and initially 
used for coal storage—
became an extraordinary 
shower room and a water closet. Between the bath-
ing and sleeping areas, exposed columns remain as 
is. “I love the simplicity of that suite,” Viñas says. “The 
concrete columns, the texture of the bricks.” She ev-
idently knows not only when to splash out with the 
whole rainbow but also when to hold back. 

PROJECT TEAM 
VANÉ BROUSSARD; MORGAN PEDERSON; ANNE BROWN; MEGAN EVANS; 
MAURICIO ZERMEÑO BESSONART: GHISLAINE VIÑAS INTERIOR DESIGN. 
KIT MIDDLETON ARCHITECT: ARCHITECT OF RECORD. RICHARD J. SHAVER 
ARCHITECTURAL LIGHT ING: LIGHTING CONSULTANT. VIÑAS DESIGN: GRAPHICS 
CONSULTANT. AMANDA COX LANDSCAPE DESIGN: LANDSCAPING CONSULTANT. 
ROBERT SILMAN ASSOCIATES: STRUCTURAL ENGINEER. PLUS GROUP CON
SULTING ENGINEERS: MEP. SOLID SOLUTIONS GROUP: WOODWORK. PRESTIGE 
UPHOLSTERY: UPHOL STERY WORKSHOP. MADELEINE MENDONCA: DRAPERY 
WORKSHOP. 3 FINGERS PAINTING: DECORATIVE PAINTER.

PRODUCT SOURCES  
FROM FRONT FLOR: CARPET TILE (PLAYROOM, OFFICE, BOYS’ ROOM). TOM 
DIXON: FLOOR LAMP (LIVING AREA). SUKI CHEEMA HOME; UNISON: PILLOWS. 
DESIGNTEX: DARK SOFA FABRIC. THROUGH M.J. CAHN CO.: CHAIR FABRIC. UM 
PROJECT: CUSTOM TABLE, BOOKCASE (LIVING AREA), CUSTOM DESK (OFFICE), 
CUSTOM CREDENZA (DINING AREA), CUSTOM TABLETOP (PLAYROOM). SACCO 
CARPET: CUSTOM RUGS (LIVING AREA, DEN), CUSTOM RUNNER (STAIRWELL). 
MAHARAM: PALE SOFA FABRIC (LIVING AREA), HEADBOARD FABRIC (MASTER 
BEDROOM), ARMCHAIR FABRIC (DEN). ROSCO: STRIPE PAINT (ENTRY). HERMAN 
MILLER: CHAIR (OFFICE). LUXO THROUGH YLIGHTING: LAMP. CRÉATION BAU
MANN; HOLLAND & SHERRY: CURTAIN FABRIC. BG FULL CONSTRUCTION: 
CUS TOM TACKBOARD (OFFICE), CUSTOM WAINSCOTING (BOYS’ ROOM). ESTA
BLISHED & SONS: PENDANT FIXTURES (DINING AREA). MODERNICA: CHAIRS. 
MAINE COTTAGE: TABLE. MOOOI: TABLE (BOYS’ ROOM). STUDIO LAURENS VAN 
WIERINGEN: LAMP. DURALEE FABRICS: CURTAIN FABRIC. THROUGH CONRAN 
SHOP: THROWS. WEST ELM: BEDS (BOYS’, GUEST ROOMS). TOLIX STEEL 
DESIGN: STOOLS (KITCHEN). SUBZERO: REFRIGERATOR. DORNBRACHT: SINK 
FITTINGS. RICH BRILLIANT WILLING: LAMPS (MASTER BEDROOM). COLE & SON: 
WALLPAPER. WONK: TABLES. JONATHAN ADLER: PILLOWS (MASTER BEDROOM, 
DEN). DUNE: ARMCHAIRS (DEN). MONTAUK SOFA: CUSTOM SOFA. JOHN HUTTON 
TEXTILES: SOFA FABRIC. ITOKI DESIGN CORPORATION THROUGH M2L: TABLES. 
PALLUCCO THROUGH YLIGHTING: LAMP (PLAYROOM). IKEA: CABINETS. VERY 
GOOD & PROPER: TABLE LEGS. EMECO: CHAIRS. FATBOY: BEANBAGS. COUNCIL: 
BENCH (SHOWER). WATERMARK DESIGNS: SHOWERHEAD. BK LIGHTING: 
RECESSED FLOOR FIXTURES. BARN DOOR HARDWARE: DOOR HARDWARE 
(GUEST ROOM). HABLE CONSTRUCTION: PILLOWS. CRATE AND BARREL: 
RUG. THROUGHOUT EDISON PRICE LIGHTING: RECESSED CEILING FIXTURES. 
HEIRLOOM WOODS: FLOORBOARDS. BENJAMIN MOORE & CO.: PAINT.

Top: Furniture in the den includes armchairs by Richard Shemtov and 
tables by Jeff Miller. Bottom, from left: Mariano Fortuny’s lamp stands 
next to the playroom’s cabinets, customized with paint. A onetime coal 
storage vault became the bluestone-floored shower room in the guest 
suite. It’s separated from the rest of the basement by a custom sliding 
door in painted oak. 
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